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Monterey Peninsula
kills invasive weed,
revives native species

By Scott Kanffonn

n giving s Shores Course a new look,
Monterey Peninsula Country Club has gotten
rid of an old problem that long has been tha
Califormia coastling’s equivalent of kudzu,

While ctfective as erosion control, the non-nagive
we plant (delosperma cooperi) = & flowering ground
cover with thick, rubbeey stems and gnarfy roots
— chokes our indigenous species and threatens oo
infiftrare the course proper, Tired of trving to hold
back the invading weed, MPCC officials decided to
cradicare the plant and return the landscape to
native planes that disappeared vears ago.

During the restoration of the 40-vear-old Shores
Course, 45 o 60 acres of e plant, as it is com-
monly known in the West, were killed with
Roundup and exca-
vated, savs Forrest

Fezler of
Charleston, 5.0.-
based  Maverick
Crof L ourse
Dresign. Fezler says
the e plans

removal was one of
the largest in che
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Manterey Pladasily CC kited loo plams encrosching on & fainvay bonker and plomied native gresses,

— giving the Shores Course a “coastal terrace prairie”
feel on parts of the layout. In other landscaped areas,

a palette of eight different coastal plants, such as coy-
ote biush or Calitornia sage, were used to give the land-
seape 8 “coastal scrub look.”

The Shores Course has been ransformed and resein-
bles Bandon Dunes in some ways, accosding to super-
intendent Bob  Zoller
For instance, the faur-
wavs now have a mix of
several - bentgrasses -
mstly Colomial = and a
hidde fescue: The greens
are a mix of ditferent
betitgrasses as well as
Poa asnea, based on
plugs raken from mwo of

West.  Maverick the lkealthiest zreens
oversaw the reno- betore the renovation
vation/resrorarion waork stareed it
work in comjuig- February,

tion with SIStEr [ Shaess Conrss sow seors moels Wit 7 derk graen The roughs have a
company,  Mike  Kentucky Degrase i contrasting with fine green finvays, dark  green  Kentucky
Steatz Studios bluegrass  tint, Ferler

Ued originally for erosion control i Califormia,
the Souch African weed has spriad throughout the
Monterey Peninsula, choking our narive landscape
along roadsides and ac rop area cowrses such as Pebble
Beach, Cypress Point amd Spyglass Hill, Strantzs
desipn team reineroduced 4 hose of nanve prasses,
plancs and bushes oo one of the pwo 18-hole lavouts at
NPT,

“This is a big restoration project, says Fezler, design
associate and president of Maverick Golf, slich 15 the
consteetion arm of Mike Strantz Studios, “We're
bringing back a ot of the natve plants thar have been
choked out by the ice plant since its inception 400
vears ago.”

Fesler’s team picked five different native grasses —
including June grass, some fescue and hlue-eyed grass
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adids, contrasting nicely wirth the Lime green faisways.

“Visual lines are so importang in golf,™ Fezler savs,
“The nice thing about the greens is the varety of bent-
grasses and Pog creares a modeled, old lock.”

[he vlrimace poal was o have the renovared course
low into the restored native areas as if thar were the
original look,

Equally as impostant as the look of the course s its
future playability,

The Monterey Peninsula® adobe-based soils have
created drainage problems for many courses, incheding
MPCC. Therefore, along with the new grasses and
landscaping, an irnganon and drainage svstem was
installed. The new Faivway svatem marked a first for
Lreane’s e,

Basically, unhike the typical 3-nch sand-capping rou-

tine, MPCC used a 5-inch layver of sand with a 13 per-
cent to 15 percent mix of 4 porous ceramic marerial
called  PermOPore, a disteibured by
Agronomic Svstems Design Group of Elberra, Ala.
Coupled with more than 40 miles of pipe laid every 12
teet, MPCC esentially hos o greens-like deainage svs-
verm wncler it fairways,
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Pipe wvs laid every 12 fest undar the faliwaps of the
Shores Cowvsa fa fmprove dralnage,

Mok oitly do the fairways dramn better, but Zoller’s
sraff uses less icnigaion warer because the PermOPMore
marersal has proven to have excellent water-retention
arenbures

“The fairways are so smooth its like flostng a
green,” Fezier savs, “People have a misconception
about the ceramic products, Yes, it can drain ar 40
inches an hour, bur the moistuge control is also very
high. . . . Ir rermed out to be the best thing we've ever
done,™

Senior weiter Scott Kauffinan can be reached at
shasffman@golfoeek.conr,




